professed a binitarian view of the Godhead and maintained that the Holy Spirit was merely a power or influence. His friends feared that he might drift even further from trinitarian orthodoxy towards Socinianism, which affirmed the unipersonality of God and denied the deity of Christ. Fuller, however, informed Sutcliff that in a recent conversation which he had had with Hall, the latter complained of "the ignorance, cant, & bigotry of Socinians". As to abilities, Hall told Fuller, "they have one great man amongst them, but the rest are in general but so many mites in a great Cheshire cheese".1 That "one great man" was none other than Joseph Priestley (1733-1804), for whom Hall had undisguised admiration, though he vehemently disapproved of Priestley's religious sentiments.2
Joseph Priestley (1733-1804)
Hall's admiration of Priestley's abilities was justified. The late E.G.
Rupp, for instance, has described Priestley as a "polymath", "a giant and his discovery of ten new gases, including oxygen, ammonia, and sulphur dioxide. Alongside this illustrious career as a scientist Priestley was also a prolific and profound theological author. In fact, he regarded his work as a theologian as his "original and proper province", for which he had a 'justifiable predilection" due to the "superior dignity and importance of theological studies to any other whatever". This observation occurs in the preface to one of Priestley's major scientific treatises, Experiments and Observations on Different Kinds of Air (1774-1777), and certainly reveals Priestley's priorities. 5 He had been raised in a strong Calvinistic environment, his parents being members of the Congregationalist chapel at Heckmondwike in the West Riding of Yorkshire. From an early age he was familiar with the Westminster Catechism, his mother and father taking great care to teach all of their children and servants its tenets. After the death of his mother in 1740, he was sent to live with a paternal aunt, Sarah
